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Three Orations Against Stephen Tang’s Heretic

Teachings Against Reformed Doctrines
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Defending the Orthodox Christianity-Reformed Doctrines represented

by “Little Folk”
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The resurrection is a resurrection of the flesh which died. For the
spirit dies not; the soul is in the body, and without a soul it cannot
live. The body, when the soul forsakes it, is not. For the body is the
house of the soul; and the soul the house of the spirit. These three,
in all those who cherish a sincere hope and unquestioning faith in God,
will be saved.
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O http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ante-
Nicene Fathers/Volume 1/JUSTIN MARTYR/On the Resurrection, Fragments/Chapter
_X.)
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(1 the complete man is composed — flesh,soul,and spirit. One of these
does indeed preserve and fashion [the man] -- this is the spirit; while
as to another it is united and formed — that is the flesh; then [comes]
that which is between these two — that is the soul, which sometimes
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indeed, when it follows the spirit, is raised up by it, but sometimes,
it sympathizes with the flesh, and falls into carnal lusts. Those then,
as many as they be, who have not that which saves and forms [us] into
life [eternal], shall be, and be called, [mere] flesh and blood; for
these are they who have not the Spirit of God in themselves. Wherefore
man of this stamp are spoken of by the Lord as * dead’” ; for, says He,

‘ Let the dead bury their dead,” because they have not the Spirit which
guicken them.

2. On the other hand, as many as fear God and trust in His Son’ s advent,
and who through faith do establish the Spirit of God in their heart —
such men as these shall be properly called both * pure’ and

‘ spiritual,” and * those living to God,” because they possess the
Spirit of the Father, who purifies man, and raises him up to the life of
God.

(FNFO1: The Apostolic Fathers with Justin martyr and Irenaeus)
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(http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ante-
Nicene Fathers/Volume I/IRENAEUS/Against Heresies: Book V/Chapter IX.)
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Accordingly, as wine is blended with water,[9] so is the Spirit with man.
And the one, the mixture of wine and water, nourishes to faith; while
the other, the Spirit, conducts to immortality. And the mixture of both-
-of the water and of the Word--is called Eucharist, renowned and
glorious grace; and they who by faith partake of it are sanctified both
in body and soul. For the divine mixture, man, the Father®s will has
mystically compounded by the Spirit and the Word. For, in truth, the
spirit is joined to the soul, which is inspired by it; and the flesh,

by reason of which the Word became flesh, to the Word.
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O It is shown how the Deity gives life from water. In human generation,
even without prayer, He gives life from a small beginning. In a higher
generation He transforms matter, not into soul, but into spirit [
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[0 so that man consists of these three: as we are taught the like thing
by the apostle in what he says to the Ephesians(8), praying for them
that the complete grace of their "body and soul and spirit" may be
preserved at the coming of the Lord; using, the word "body" for the
nutritive part, and denoting the sensitive by the word "soul,”™ and the
intellectual by "spirit."
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" And inasmuch as there are three things of which man consists—namely,
spirit, soul, and body—which again are spoken of as two, because
frequently the soul is named along with the spirit; for a certain
rational portion of the same, of which beasts are devoid, is called
spirit: the principal part in us is the spirit; next, the life whereby
we are united with the body is called the soul; finally, the body
itself, as it is visible, is the last part in us. " (Faith and the
Creed 10:23, AD 393)
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2.] In the next place, lest hearing [the words] "after the same
[example]," thou shouldest think that the punishment is the same, hear
what he adds; "For the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and pierceth even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
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thoughts and intents of the heart." In these words he shows that He, the
Word of God, wrought the former things also, and lives, and has not been
guenched. (1)
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"Piercing,” he says, "even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit.” What is this? He hinted at something more fearful. Either that
He divides the spirit from the soul, or that He pierces even through
them disembodied, not as a sword through bodies only. Here he shows,
that the soul also is punished, and that it thoroughly searches out the
most inward things, piercing wholly through the whole man.
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O The Lord of nature Himself says in the gospel:--"out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies.”(1) It is clear from the testimony of another book
that "the imagination of man®s heart is evil from his youth,"(2) and
that the soul wavers between the works of the flesh and of the spirit
enumerated by the apostle, (3)
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Nicene Fathers: Series Il/Volume VI/The Letters of St. Jerome/Letter 79)
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13 as Lenses into the Similarities and Differences of Luther, Melanchthon, and

Calvin’ s Romans Commentaries)] [ [

Next, Luther makes a surprising move. On the basis of the wording in
Rom 13:1 (* Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities” ),
he launches into a discussion of the three elements of the human—body,
soul, spirit—in order to focus upon teachings concerning slavery and
freedom. The body, says Luther, is subject to the state. The spirit,
however, is completely free and subject to no one but God. The soul, on
the other hand, is that midpoint between body and spirit. The soul,
Luther writes, is the spirit “ insofar as it lives and works and is
occupied with visible and temporal matters.”
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O Within a philosophical context Luther kept the traditional
trichotomy of body, soul, and spirit. But in a theological context
Luther said that "in my temerity I do not distinguish body, soul, and
spirit but present the totus homo, the whole man, unto God." In the
Romans and both Galatian commentaries he spells out the theological
reason for viewing man in his entire being as either flesh or spirit,
trusting in self or trusting in God.
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Now God shall be glorified in His handiwork, fitting it so as to be
conformable to, and modelled after, His own Son. For by the hands of the
Father, that is, by the Son and the Holy Spirit, man, and not [merely] a
part of man, was made in the likeness of God. Now the soul and the
spirit are certainly a part of the man, but certainly not the man; for
the perfect man consists in the commingling and the union of the soul
receiving the spirit of the Father, and the admixture of that fleshly
nature which was moulded after the image of God J But if the Spirit be
wanting to the soul, he who is such is indeed of an animal nature, and
being left carnal, shall be an imperfect being, possessing indeed the
image [of God] in his formation (in plasmate), but not receiving the
similitude through the Spirit; and thus is this being imperfect. Thus
also, if any one take away the image and set aside the handiwork, he
cannot then understand this as being a man, but as either some part of a
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man, as | have already said, or as something else than a man.For that
flesh which has been moulded #s not a perfect man in itself, but the
body of a man, and part of a man. Neither is the soul itself,
considered apart by itself, the man; but it is the soul of a man, and
part of a man. Neither is the spirit a man, for it is called the spirit,
and not a man; but the commingling and union of all these constitutes
the perfect man 0 saying thus in the first Epistle to the
Thessalonians, “ Now the God of peace sanctify you perfect (perfectos);
and may your spirit, and soul, and body be preserved whole without
complaint to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.” [ Those, then, are
the perfect who have had the Spirit of God remaining in them, and have
preserved their souls and bodies blameless

gobobooobobooobbooobbbooobobooobbooobboooon
booodboobooooboboooboobobooboboboooann
tbooboobooobOoboboobOOobDbOoOobOOoOobOoboOOobOobLbOOoDOn
udoboboooboboboooboboooobooooobooooooood
udoboboooboboboooboboooobobooobobbooOoooboa
uooobobobooboobooobobobbooboboooobobooon
gobboodobogobbooobobobooobooobboobobboobo
gobboodbbooobbooobbboobbooobbooobboonbb
gobbogdbobooobooobobbooobobbooobobboooooo
tbooboobooobOoboboobOOobDbOoOobOOoOobOoboOOobOobLbOOoDOn
udoboboooboboboooboboooobobooobobbooOoooboa
o0oooOOo(oobooobos:23noooooo,0,0ooooooboogon
Oooobd) 0ObOOoboboobobooobobOobooobobobog

O http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ante-
Nicene Fathers/Volume I/IRENAEUS/Against Heresies: Book V/Chapter VI.)
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Those persons, then, who possess the earnest of the Spirit, and who are
not enslaved by the lusts of the flesh, but are subject to the Spirit,
and who in all things walk according to the light of reason, does the
apostle properly term “ spiritual,” because the Spirit of God dwells in
them. Now, spiritual men shall not be incorporeal spirits; but our
substance, that is, the union of flesh and spirit, receiving the Spirit
of God, makes up the spiritual man.
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" And inasmuch as there are three things of which man consists—namely,
spirit, soul, and body—which again are spoken of as two, because
frequently the soul is named along with the spirit; for a certain
rational portion of the same, of which beasts are devoid, is called
spirit: the principal part in us is the spirit; next, the life whereby
we are united with the body is called the soul; finally, the body
itself, as it is visible, is the last part in us. " (Faith and the
Creed 10:23, AD 393)
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We must notice, however, this division of the constituent parts of
a man; for in some instances a man is said to consist simply of
body and soul, and in that case the term soul denotes the immortal
spirit, which resides in the body as in a dwelling. As the soul,
however, has two principal faculties — the understanding and the
will — the Scripture is accustomed in some cases to mention these
two things separately, when designing to express the power and
nature of the soul; but in that case the term soul is employed to
mean the seat of the affections, so that it is the part that is
opposed to the spirit. Hence, when we find mention made here of
the term spirit, let us understand it as denoting reason or
intelligence, as on the other hand by the term soul, is meant the
will and all the affections.
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00O for it is true to say that the Son was created too, but
this took place when He became man; for creation belongs to

man(] [0 00 but we must interpret it by that flesh which He bore for
our sakes; 00 [so on His becoming man, the words befitted Him,
The Lord created Me. 00O O 7he Lord created, and Servant, and He
suffered, we shall justly ascribe this, not to the Godhead, for it
is irrelevant, but we must interpret it by that flesh which He
bore for our sakes; [0 [ [ that the Word was made flesh in order to
offer up this body for all, and that we, partaking of His Spirit,
might be made gods, a gift which we could not otherwise have
gained than by His clothing Himself in our created body.
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0 the faith of the Catholic Church knows that the Word of God is
the creator and maker of everything. We know that “ in the
beginning was the Word and the Word was with God” (Jn 1:1) and we
worship the Word who has become human for our salvation, not as if
he has become equal to the body, but as the Master taking on the
form of a servant, and as the creator and Maker coming to be in a
creature so that, by grating freedom to all in himself, he may
present the world to the Father and give peace to all, in heaven
and on earth. Thus we acknowledge his divinity, which is that of
the Father, and we worship his incarnated presence, even if the
Arian fanatics burst.
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We believe that by being thus conceived the person of the Son has
been inseparably united and joined together with human nature, in
such a way that there are not two Sons of God, nor two persons,
but two natures united in a single person, with each nature
retaining its own distinct properties. Thus his divine nature has
always remained uncreated, without beginning of days or end of
life, filling heaven and earth. His human nature has not lost its
properties but continues to have those of a creature-- it has a
beginning of days; it is of a finite nature and retains all that
belongs to a real body. And even though he, by his resurrection,
gave it immortality, that nonetheless did not change the reality
of his human nature; for our salvation and resurrection depend
also on the reality of his body. But these two natures are so
united together in one person that they are not even separated by
his death.
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Being the Head of all creation by whom all things were formed the
Son who was by nature eternally of the same uncreated nature with
the Father and the Spirit, received to Himself the created human
nature and became fully human in body and soul so that through it
he might unite himself with the entire creation.
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For, as | have read in some writer of Valentinus® wretched
faction, (18) they refuse at the outset to believe that a human
and earthly substance was created(19) for Christ, lest the Lord
should be regarded as inferior to the angels, who are not formed
of earthly flesh; 7 OOOOOOOOOValentinusOOOOOOODO
0000000000000 0O00O00O0000o00oobOOobOoDOoon
OO00000O00O00O00DOO0O0D0O0O000DOooOOo

V. ON THE FLESH OF CHRIST.(1) /7 OUODOOO by Tertullian /7 OO
L
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Chapter 7/0 0 O

46. Hereby we are brought to understand that the prophecy of the
incarnation, "The Lord created me the beginning of his ways for
his works,”™ (Prov 8.22) means that the Lord Jesus was created of
the Virgin for the redeeming of the Father®s works. Truly, we
cannot doubt that this is spoken of the mystery of the
incarnation, for as much as the Lord took upon him our flesh, in
order to save the works of his hands from the slavery of
corruption, so that he might, by the sufferings of his own body,
overthrow him who had the power of death (Heb 2.14). For
Christ®"s flesh is for the sake of things created, but his
Godhead existed before them, seeing that he is before all things,
while all things exist together in him (Col 1.17). / “ O0O0O0O
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1054-09_html

gooooboobbboobooooad

For which reason we rightly believe that that same person, since
He is one, has two natural operations, to wit, the divine and
the human, one uncreated, and the other created, as true and
perfect God and as true and perfect man, the one and the same,
the mediator between God and men, the Lord Jesus Christ. / O[O
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The Council of Chalcedon laid down that the union of natures in
the only-begotten son in no way removed their distinctness....
for in Christ each nature, God"s and man®s, is a whole; and
these natures cannot combine like parts of the body or like body
and soul, since God"s nature is neither a body nor a form bodies
can take born. (And if i1t was, we would get a nature of which
there could be many instances, not Christ. And it would be a new
species, neither God nor man) p477-478
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....The Son of God does not exist simply speaking by reason of
His human nature, since He has existed from all eternity; He
exists as man by his human nature but simple speaking by His
divine nature; so he is said to take on human nature but not to
take His divine nature. p.482
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The term a man, used to refer to Christ, signifies his human
nature which stated to exist, but refers to the eternal subject
whose existence has no beginning. When use as a subject term it
refers to a subject, and when used in a predicate i1t signifies a
nature; so it is false to say A man Christ started to be, but
true to say Christ started to be a man. The phrase Christ as man
contains a doubling-up that could induce reference to the
subject or to the nature. The later is more proper, because a
doubled-up term is a sort of predicate and should be interpreted
formally: Christ as man means Christ as being a man. So it is
better to admit Christ as man is a creature than deny it; though
if we added to the doubling-up something clearly involving
reference to the subject we should have to deny it, saying that

18/36



Christ, as this man, is not a creature. In the same way, we deny
rather than admit that Christ as man is God, thought if would be
true to say that Christ as man has the grace of union. The son
of man has power on earth to forgive sins not in verture of his
human nature but in virtue of his divine nature. The divine
nature is the source of that power, the human nature its tool or
minister.
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P(3)-Q(16)-A(8)-R0(1) ?Sometimes, for the sake of brevity, the
holy doctors use the word "creature” of Christ, without any
qualifying term; we should however take as understood the
qualification, "as man."
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For, as | have read in some writer of Valentinus® wretched
faction, (18) they refuse at the outset to believe that a human
and earthly substance was created(19) for Christ, lest the Lord
should be regarded as inferior to the angels, who are not formed
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8 . 14.

12. "Has then the passage no meaning?" for this, like a swarm of gnats, they
are droning about us. No surely, 1t is not without meaning, but has a very
apposite one; for it is true to say that the Son was created too, but this
took place when He became man; for creation belongs to man. And any one may
find this sense duly given in the divine oracles, who, instead of accounting
their study a secondary matter, investigates the time and characters, and the
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object, and thus studies and ponders what he reads. Now as to the season
spoken of, he will find for certain that, whereas the Lord always is, at
length in fulness of the ages. He became man; and whereas He i1s Son of God, He
became Son of man also. And as to the object he will understand, that, wishing
to annul our death, He took on Himself a body from the Virgin Mary; that by
offering this unto the Father a sacrifice for all, He might deliver us all,
who by fear of death were all our life through subject to bondage. And as to
the character, it is indeed the Saviour®s, but is said of Him when He took a
body and said, 7he Lord has created Me a beginning of His ways unto His works
[Prov. viii. 22.]. For as it properly belongs to God"s Son to be everlasting,
and in the Father®s bosom, so on His becoming man, the words befitted Him, 7#he
Lord created Me. For then it is said of Him, and He hungered, and He thirsted,
and He asked where Lazarus lay, and He suffered, and He rose again. And as,
when we hear of Him as Lord and God and true Light, we understand Him as being
from the Father, so on hearing, 7he Lord created, and Servant, and He
suffered, we shall justly ascribe this, not to the Godhead, for it is
irrelevant, but we must interpret it by that flesh which He bore for our
sakes; for to it these things are proper, and this flesh was none other"s
than the Word"s.

And 1T we wish to know the object attained {23} by this, we shall find it to
be as follows; that the Word was made flesh in order to offer up this body
for all, and that we, partaking of His Spirit, might be made gods, a gift
which we could not otherwise have gained than by His clothing Himself in our
created body; for hence we derive our name of "men of God" and "men in
Christ.” But as we, by receiving the Spirit, do not lose our own proper
substance, so the Lord, when made man for us, and bearing a body, was no less
God; for He was not lessened by the envelopment of the body, but rather
deified i1t and rendered it immortal.
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became man so that man might become GodJ' OO OO OO TheosisO OO O

Reference.comd O TheosisO OO OO OO

In Eastern Orthodoxy, Oriental Orthodoxy and Eastern Catholic theology,

theosis (written also: theiosis, theopoiesis, thed sis; ©¢ wo 1 G,
meaning divinization, or deification, or making divine) is salvation
from unholiness by participation in the life of God. According to this

conception, the holy life of God, given in Jesus Christ to the believer

through the Holy Spirit, is expressed beginning in the struggles of
this life, increases in the experience of the believer through the
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knowledge of God, and is later consummated in the resurrection of the
believer when the power of sin and death, having been fully overcome by
God"s life, will lose hold over the believer forever. This conception of
salvation is historically foundational for Christian understanding in
both the East and the West, as it has been developed directly from the
apostolic and early Christian teachings concerning the life of faith.

00000000000 DOO000DOTheosis (ODOODODO: theiosis,
theopoiesis, thed sis; ©¢ wo | ¢, OOOO0O0O0OOOO0OOOO)OOO
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O000000000000 ODO0OoQOO0o0O0oooooooOooodThe Doctrine of
Deification in the Greek Patristic TraditinoO O OOxfordC OO O OOOOOOOOOO

Deification (Theosis) is that attaining of likeness to God and union
with Him so far as it possible.

O0OOTheosisD OO OODOOOOOOODOOODOOO

gobooobood

Deification as a leading theme in lrenaeus of Lyons that found ready
acceptance amount his contemporaries because it not only surpassed the
Gnostic conception of salvation but also accorded with Christianity’ s
eschatological tendenciesl] it came close but * in a very peculiar way
to Pauline theology.
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0O 0O OO Orations Against Ariansd On the Council of Nicaea, Letter to Serapion on
the Holy Spirit O To Adelphius, Bishop and Confessor, against the Arians.

00 Orations Against Arians OO0 O 0" O0O* OJOO00OOOOOO” OOO" O Section 2:
Against the doctrine that the word is changeable by natureJ 000 390000

39. So he was not a human being and later became God. But being God,
he later became a human being in order that we may be divinizedO .How
then can there be deification without the Word and before him, when he
himself says to their brothers, the Jews: ‘ If he calls these gods, to
whom comes the Word of God' (John 10:35) But if all who are called
sons and gods whether on earth or in the heavens, are adopted and
deified through the Word, while the Son himself is the Word, then it is
clear that all is through him, and he himself is before all.
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70. [0 But humanity would not have been deified if joined to a
creature, or unless the Son was true GodJ so also humanity would not
have been deified unless the Word who became flesh was by nature from
the Father and true and proper to him. Therefore the conjoining that
came about was such as to join what is human by nature to what is of
the nature of divinity, so that humanity’ s salvation and deification
might be securedO

obbooboboob0obOOobOOob0fO0oOOobOOo0OOobOOobObooboOoboOoOon
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Council of Nicaea (Defense of Nicene Creed) 000 140000000

O * For the Word became flesh’ (John 1:14) in order that he may offer
it for the sake of all and so that we, receiving from his Spirit, may
be enabled to be divinized. In no order way would we attain to this,
if it were not that he himself put on our created body. For thus have
we begun to be called ‘ people of God" and people who are in Christ.
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But just as when we receive the Spirit we do not destroy our proper
being (idian ousian), so also, when the Lord becomes a human being for
our sakes and puts on a body, he is none the less God. He was not
lessened by the covering of the body, but rather divinized it and made
it immortal.
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00O 0O Letter to Serapion on the Holy Spirit 00O 00

O But if we become shares in the divine nature through participation
in the Spirit, one would have to be crazy to say that the Spirit is of
a created nature and not the nature of God, for that is how those in

whom the Spirit is become divinized. But if the Spirit divinizes, it
is not to be doubted that it is of the nature of God himself.
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0000000000000 Letter 40: To Adelphius, Bishop and Confessor, Against the
AriansD 00 0000ODO0OO

[0 He became a human being that we might be divinized in him; he came
to be in a woman and was begotten of a virgin in order to transport our
errant race into himself and in order that from then on we may become a
holy race and * partaker of the divine naturé (2 Pet 1:4), as the
blessed Peter has writtenO .
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TheosisUOOOOOODOOOOODOO

OOO0O0O Theosis
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The grace of God came to you and * gave you the power to become the
sons of God” (John 1:12). Hear the voice of my Father saying, ‘ | have
said, you are gods and all of you children of the Most High® (Ps. 82:6).
Since then they are men, and the sons of men, if they are not the
children of the Most High, they are lairs, for, ‘ all men are lairs’
(Ps. 116:11). If they are the sons of God, if they have been redeemed
by the Saviour’ s grace, if purchased with the precious blood, if born
again of water and of the Spirit, if predestinated to be the
inheritance of heaven, then indeed they are children of God. And so
thereby are gods. What then would a lie have to do with you? For Adam
was a mere man; Christ, man and God; God, the Creator of all creation.
Adam a mere man, the man Christ, the mediator with God, the only Son of
the Father, the God-man. You, O man, are far from God, and God is far
above man; between them the God man placed himself. Acknowledge Christ
and by him as man ascend up to God.
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Commentary Vol 450 O http://www.sacred-
texts.com/chr/calvin/cc45/cc45026. . htm#vii.ii.i-pl.1
2 Peter 1:1-40 000000000

OO OAnd he then shews the excellency of the promises, that they make
us partakers of the divine nature, than which nothing can be conceived
better.

For we must consider from whence it is that God raises us up to such a
height of honor. We know how abject is the condition of our nature; that
God, then, should make himself ours, so that all his things should in a
manner become our things, the greatness of his grace cannot be
sufficiently conceived by our minds. Therefore this consideration alone
ought to be abundantly sufficient to make us to renounce the world and
to carry us aloft to heaven. Let us then mark, that the end of the
gospel is, to render us eventually conformable to God, and, if we may
so speak, to deify us.
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...t is proved that all human beings are deemed worthy of becoming
gods and of having the power to become sons of the Most High, and will
be judged and condemned on the own account like Adam and Eve....
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O0000O000o0o0oo0oooooooooooooooDood
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...who has advanced far beyond his humanity towards God himself?
dobooooooooooooooooooo

O0000000D000--0D0000000OHippolytus of Romel OO OO O OO Ref
10.33(GCS 111.290.3)d 00000

If God had wished to make you a god, he could have done so.
O0O0OO0OGodO0OOOOOOOOgodCODODOO

000000000000 00000O0O0Tertulliand OO Adv. Herm. 5, CSEL. 47.132-7-10;
ANF 3.480)0 00 TheosisU OO od

For we shall be even gods, if we shall deserve to be amongst those of
whom he declared, “ 1 have said, you are all gods” (Ps. 82:6) and * God
stands in the congregation f the gods” (Ps. 82:1). But this comes of
his own grace, not from any property in us, because it is he alone who
can make gods.
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O Clement of Alexandrial O OO O OPaed. 3.2.10 00000 0O TheosisO

There is a true beauty which is God; and that person becomes a god
because God wishes it. Heraclitus was therefore right to say: Man are
gods and god man. It is the same Logos. This is a manifest

mystery: God is in man, and man is a god, and the mediator fulfils the
will of the Father.
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gobobooooboobogobboooboobooobboooboos bboo bbooboboo
OO0O0OCyril of Alexandria 0 O ODe Sp. S. 9.23, Pg 32. 109BCU OO ODOODO

OO0 Hence comes foreknowledge of the future, understanding of
mysteries, apprehension of what is hidden, distribution of good gifts,
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the heavenly citizenship, a place in the chorus of angels, joy without
end, abiding in God, being made like God and the highest goal of all,
becoming a god.
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I must be buried with Christ, rise with Christ, be joint-heir with
Christ, become a son of God, a god myself.
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OO0O00000O0b0bO0obOOo0bOoboo0obobuobouoobOobGregory of Nyssall OO0
Uor. Cat. 37 PG 45.97BULO DO OO0

O Oand the God who manifested himself mingled himself with our mortal
nature in order that by communion with his Godhead humanity might at
the same time be deified
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OOobOoooo0o® oboobob0r oboooboooooboobobooOobooOonoTrin.
10.7, CCSL 62A.464.5-11, NPNF modifiedU 000D OOODOOODO

When He emptied himself of the form of God and took the form of a
servant, the weakness of the assumed humanity did not weaken the divine
nature, but that divine power was imparted to humanity without the
virtue of divinity being lost in the human form. For when God was born
to be man the purpose was not that the Godhead should be lost, but that,
the Godhead remaining, man should be born to be god.
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Now the gift of grace surpasses every capability of created nature,
since it is nothing short of a partaking of the Divine Nature, which
exceeds every other nature. And thus it is impossible that any creature
should cause grace. For it is as necessary that God alone should deify,
bestowing a partaking of the Divine Nature by a participated likeness,
as 1t is impossible that anything save fire should enkindle.
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Because He is truthful He will give us everything that He has

promised. This is "what no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart
of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love Him" (1 Co.
2:9). For that is also why He made us, that we might "become partakers
of the divine nature® (2 Pet.1:4) and sharers in His eternity, and
prove to be like Him through the deification bestowed by grace.
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Not only does God repose in the saints O0o000ooonooooa
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God ...

O wonder! Like angels and like sons of 0000000000 0000000
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Will they be after death, god ited with

o ater feal, Qods AW popoooooooosensooooo
Those who are gods by adoption being DoD0D0n0n00sonsODODOO
like him who is God by nature. poooooo

Hymn 27.90-5;trans. Alfeyev 2000:264,
modified
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O Calvin develops many of the same Johannine and Pauline themes that
influenced the patristic writers in their account of participation in
God, and the material result is one that has broad commonalities with
the key patristic teachings on creation (and the restoration of creation
in redemption), the imago Dei, the beatific vision and salvation as
participation or ‘ deification’ O
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..Calvin’ s theology of participation in Christ reveals a soteriology in
which humanity is united to God in creation and redemption O In the
final end, God will transform believers through ‘ a kind of

deification’ , although the distinction between Creator and creature
will remain, and divine attributes will not overwhelm distinctively
human attributes. Calvin’ s theology does not frequently use the
technical language of deificationd Calvin’ s theology of salvation
contains the key elements of patristic theologies of deification.
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Calvin, Participation, and the Gift
The Activity of Believers in Union with Christ
J. Todd Billings

Oxford Press
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The Promise of Trinitarian Theology: Theologians in Dialogue With Thomas F. Torrance
/0000000000 Thomas F. Torrance [J[J 0070

By Elmer M. Colyer

http://books.google.com/books?id=X80YYWeP_xgC&pg=PA65&dg=reformed+theology++Deificati
on&lr=&sig=tG2eydKCs0cZFe69_zvs3GwOvOA

Thomas F. Torrance is considered by many to be the most outstanding living Reformed
theologian in the Anglo-Saxon world. These essays critique his work and explore his
place in Reformed theology. His relation to the Greek fathers, and both everyday life
and scientific understanding is also studied. /7 Thomas F. Torrance OO O OO0 OO0O
Obdboooooodouooobooooodouooooooooooooooooon
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Pg. 65

On the final point remains to be discussed, namely Torrance’ s doctrine of union with
Christ, for it is only through this union that we partake of the blessings of His
holy and obedient life. Writing on the doctrine of deification through grace he
notes that: / OO0 0DO000O0O0OOODOO0OOO0OOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODO
gbdboboooootdouooobootoodouooobooooodoooooooon
agooogg

Reformed Theology interprets participation in the divine nature as the
union and communion we are given to have with Christ in His human
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nature, as participation in His Incarnate Sonship, and therefore as
sharing in Him in the divine Life and Love. That is to say, it
interprets “ deification” precisely in the same way as Athanasius in
the Contra Arianos. It is only through real and substantial union
(Calvin’ s expression) with him in his human nature that we partake of
all his benefits, such as justification and sanctification and
regeneration, but because in him human nature is hypostatically united
to divine nature so that the Godhead dwells in Him “ bodily,” 1in Him
we really are made partakers of the eternal life of God himself. /7 OO
Obdoooooootouoooooooouoooooooooooon
O000000000DO00O0000DO0DO0DO00bOO0ODOOo0O0OoDbOoDOg
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Concord Makes Strength: Essays in Reformed Ecumenism / OO0 000000000000
ooon John W. Coakly
http://books.google.com/books?id=bIHKMFmyw01C&pg=PA153&dg=reformed+theology++Deificat
ion&lr=&sig=xtOMIlarawS770tJK-cXpkRtw3Mk

While the Reformed Church in America has resisted the idea of "church mergers™ it has
nevertheless been active throughout history in working toward church unity. This
volume chronicles this effort by outlining historical and theological perspectives on
the RCA"s ecumenical hope, exploring areas of present ecumenical encounter, and
discussing the future of Reformed ecumenism. CONTRIBUTORS: Karel Blei, Anna Case-
Winters, John W. Coakley, Paul R. Fries, Douglas Fromm, Wesley Granberg-Michaelson,
Herman Harmelink 111, Dale T. Irvin, Allan Janssen, Lynn Japinga, Gregg A. Mast,
David Melvin, and Dennis Tamburello. / OO OO0OD0OOOODOOOO" ODOOOOOOO”
OO0000D000O000D00000D00o00ooooDoooDoDooDoDoooooDoon
0000000000000 00O00DO000000DOO0DoOO0ODbOOoDODoOoOoDOOoDOoOon
0000000000000 0O000000Karel Blei, Anna Case-Winters, John W.
Coakley, Paul R. Fries, Douglas Fromm, Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, Herman Harmelink
111, Dale T. Irvin, Allan Janssen, Lynn Japinga, Gregg A. Mast, David Melvin, O
Dennis Tamburello.

Pg 153

In the section of Communicatio Idiomatum, it is carefully pointed out, “ strictly
speaking,” that / O0O0O0OOO0OOOOOOOOOOO* OOOO”

The distinct properties of the one nature are not transferred to the other nature O
What can be said is that through the perichoresis or interpenetration of the two
natures in the unity of Christ’ s person the human nature is restored, sustained and
glorified as the new and perfect humanity of the last Adam, recapitulating the
history of the first Adam. In the orthodox tradition this is called theosis
(commonly rendered as “ deification” ), but this does not imply that Christ s
humanity ceases to be creaturely or becomes divine in essence. Reformed Theology
shares this understanding, but avoids the language of theosis. It treats the theme
more in terms of the sanctification of human nature in Christ. In both traditions

this renewal of our common humanity in the person of the incarnate Word is affirmed
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and venerated as the decisive saving action of divine grace and the pledge of the
renewal and restoration of all who are united to Christ as members of the body of
which He is the Head. / 00000000 DOODODOOODOODOOOODOOOOODOOODO
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Theological Founaations for Ministry / 0000000

By Ray Sherman Anderson

http://books.google.com/books?id=5B4bB72xUzMC&pg=PA3738&dg=reformed+theology++theosisé&
Ir=8sig=axX78ynquiM81dCG19k3JgFqixls

This is a collection of essential passages on the ministry of the church. By
selecting significant sources which share a common assumption concerning the nature
of theology and its methodology, the editor presents a single content theology of
ministry. The book is carefully organized to allow a thorough exploration of the
different aspects of ministry. Contributors include Karl Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
Hans King, Helmut Thielicke and Thomas F. Torrance.

oo UoUoUoU o

Come, Creator Spirit, for Renewal, Pg 373

At this point let me plead for a re-consideration by the Reformed Church of what the
Greek fathers called theosis. This is usually unfortunately translated deification,
but it has nothng to do with the divinization of man any more than the Incarnation
has to do with the humanization of God. Theosis was the term the Fathers used to
emphasize the fact that through the Spirit we have to do with God in his utter
sublimity, his sheer Godness or holiness; creatures though we are, man on earth, in
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the Spirit we are made to participate in saving acts that are abruptly and absolutely
divine, election, adoption, regeneration or sanctification, and we participate in
them by grace alone. Theosis describes man’ s involvement in such a might act of God
upon him that he is raised up to find the true centre of his existence not in himself
but in Holy god, where he lives and moves and has his being in the uncreated but
creative energy of the Holy Spirit. By theosis the Greek fathers wished to express
the fact that in the new coming of the Holy Spirit we are up agains God in the most
absolute sense, God in his ultimate holiness or Godness.

O0000000000000000000000" Od(theosis)” OOODOOOOOOOO
O0O* O0(deification)” DOO0O0OO0OOOODODOOOOODOO" OOOO" ODOOOOO
OOTheosisO D OOOODOOOOODOO0OOO0ODOODOOOOODOOODOOOOONO (sheer
Godness)D OO OO ODOOOOODOOOODODOOODOOOOODODOOODOOODODOOO
000000000000 0000000000000000000DOTheosisOOOOOO
OO0D0000000o0ooo0ooo0ooodoooooooooooooooooooooooag
0000000000000 0000000000000O0o0OUOO0O0OOOO theosisdOd
000000000 0ooooodoooooooooooooooooooooooog
(holiness)d O O (Godness)d O

As 1 understand it, this is the antithesis of the nineteenth-century notion of the

“ the divine in man” which imprisons him in the depth of his own being, or of the
man-centred emphasis of so many modern Protestants upon their own existential
decisions or their own creative spirituality. Let us not quarrel about the word
theosis, offensive though it may be to us, but follow its intention, not to allege
any divinization of man but to speak of the fact that man in the weakness and
lowliness of creaturely human being is by God made free for god through the power of
the Creator Spirit who is not and will not be limited in his acts by man’ s weakness
or creaturehood or his lack of capacity. Theosis is an attempt to express the
staggering significance of Pentecost as the coming from on high, from outside of us
and beyond us, of divine power, or rather as the coming of Almighty God, the maker of
heaven and earth, to dwell with sinful mortal man, and therefore as the emancipation
of man from imprisonment in himself and the lifting of him up to partake of the
living presence and saving acts of God the Creator and redeemer. Is there anything
we need to regain more than this faith in the utter Godness of God the Holy Spirit?
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