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Biblical Literature Studies -

Principles and Practice
Liang Gong

Abstract. The Bible has triplex qualities of theological-

ethnics, history and literature, and most of its qualities con-
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form to the definition of “belles—lettres” in different degrees.
Written basically by ancient Hebrews and Greeks, the Bible
has a set of complex literature rules, which is hard for mod-
ern readers to grasp, that is, particularly needs literature crit-
ics to channel off. Literature study is not only an essential
precondition of theological thinking, however, that being
said,it can also carve out a new approach to comprehend bib-
lical theology. Studies on the Bible from the angle of literature
are of long standing and continue until now, and it has pre-
sented a booming phase since 1950s. Modern Chinese biblical
scholars in the mainland have acquired some achievements,
but also have some problems, therefore, it needs to be im-
proved and developed further.

Key Words: biblical literature; literature studies; lan-

guage ; aesthetic; biblical theology
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@ John B. Gabel & Charles B. Wheeler, The Bible as Literature :An Introduction
(New York, Oxford : Oxford University Press,1986),3.
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