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Studying the New Testament in the Chinese
Academic World:A Survey (1976-2006)

Zha Changping

Abstract: As far as the Christian studies in Chinese
Academic World are concerned, the theological (not only the
other secular scientific)  perspective should be more
emphasised today. In my studies of the New Testament, I
principally use the methodology of the history —logic which
will abstract the logical principles through interpreting the
conception of language, the conception of time, the conception
of justice and the cor}Peption of faith in the historical text of
the New Testament. leth the view of the four dimensions of
the historical logic, we will find that.the characteristics of the
study of the New Testament in Chinese Academic World from
1976 to 2006 are these as follows: as an approach to faith
system, the comparative Christological and cross —cultural
perspective is chosen by the most Chinese scholars, while the
other approaches of the biblical language, the conception of
time and social justice are used less. Even in the field of
Christology, the most papers researched it based on the
historical and theological ~philosophical not traditionally
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theological stand, only having referred to the question of
historical Jesus. The cross —cultural comparative studies,
which discuss several parts including the conception of God,
Christology, pneumatology, the idea of human being and
ethics, refer to the books and traditions among Hebrew,
Greek, Christian and Chinese thoughts. In point of the object
of the study of the New Testament, the Synoptic gospels,
Lucan theology, the Catholic Epistles and Revelation in the
New Testament are seldom researched. =~ Without having
established any specific systematic theology, it is difficult for
the Chinese scholars to delve into the textual and theological
interpretation on the macro level in their detailed research.
Because in general the biblical scriptures did not be made a
study of verse by verse on the micro level, the special textual
and theological interpretations could not be found less. The
deep combination of Christian faith with the practical situation
in China in the past 30 years did not come into being.
Therefore the Studies of the New Testament in Chinese
Academic World should be progressed forward in the future
from the three ways of the scripture of linguistic text, the
theological understanding of tradition and the practice of the
contemporary situation. However, it is worthy to note the
cross —cultural rhetorical hermeneutics developed from the
Western hermeneutic tradition through Yeo Khiok khng who
is a professor in Northwestern University (USA).

Key words: conception of language; Christology; cross~

culture
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