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The Bible and the Mandarin

——The Bible’s Chinese Translation, Missionary Novel,

and the Rise of One Type of Modern Mandarin

YAO Dadui

Abstract: Influenced by The Sacred Edict and its
vernacular explanations , Protestant missionary in 19" century was
translated and narrated in vernacular and mandarin based on the
biblical stories. It has three different  systems in Protestant
missionary’ s Bible translation: the low-Wenli, the high-Wenli,
and the official mandarin. This paper gives an explanation of how
this type of modem mandarin coming into being in the confluence
of May-Fourth mandarin literature movement. It reasons that the
modern mandarin of the Bible translation was the pioneer of
mandarin literature movement in May—Fourth period.

Key words: translation of the Bible; Missionary novel;

Modern Mandarin; pioneer of Mandarin in May-Fourth Period
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YRS, FE A R A EREERET .

Bt , B 47 T (Aurelius Augustinus, 354—430) 8t iH
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HHMENATTW0FLG), PHIRM, Dl LM EEH
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O [HFSH)EHEHT S D. P ERERE,F—FHiF GERAFTHMIED, It
BB 200  ZBL (PELARF).H1RH., X . Eugene
Portalié , trans., R. ]. Bastian, reprinted, A Guide to the Thought of Saint
Augustine (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1975}, 403.

@ “Manuscript harmony of the Gospels, Acts, and Pauline Epistles. which was copied
at canton in 1738—1739, by the order of Mr. Hodgson, Jun, and after having been
collated with great care, was deposited in the British Museum; this manuscript was
transcribed by Dr. Morrison, with the assistance of a learned native, and taken with
him to canton in 1807." W. H. Medhurst, An Inquiry into the Proper Mode of
Rendering the Word “God” in translating The Sacred Scriptures into the Chinese
Language (London Missionary Society Press, 1848) , 131,
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BEE)(1812) (FEOMIFEY(1818) (HXEMRE RERI)
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55T .
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Fis, JCREBMZ " OXKIEBESH VA, AN EETHEEE
/NG, CABRUE A &,

B R R HUR T o A AV S FRIE B SORE B Y
MERGFRBRFEMNEHIES BERXBLEABZLL, 1T

O [(RISHE (PEEADRNMNEY, L. DBEHF HEM 2004 E71 0,
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Barnett and John K. Fairbank, Ed., Christianity in China: Early Protestant
Missionary Writings ( Cambridge , Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1985),23.
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“EREAEER,E NPk SR ZE RTFEE. HITA
ROWBHRERER, TER ARINK BTILRE. HAAREXL,
BEXR . AXE BB 5ERRRE. S8TAHZIB, A
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HugaE FEFNE, BEERR BITEER, KEBAA
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W, ENE, REAEELEE . RENE. FR—-TAN EHNH
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(F@mIINDHE#TAMANEHFEEH L. OBZ(EEHT
WIZHER ZNAZENEAAEBHEZWR, BAEET .
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#2006 47,
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BEMDREGIRLE); 1BFE X ZHERT(TEAR) AT
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