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Chinese Christianity and Its
Organizational Structure and
Social Functions at Hong Kong :

Taking The Church In Hong Kong

as Example
Abstract

Hong Kong had been under British colonial rule with a short-term
occupation by Japan, and then was returned to China. This made Hong Kong a
colonial, immigrant society with a blend of Chinese and Western culture.
Throughout the years, Christian churches in Hong Kong had played the role of
gospel bridge between China and the world; not only so, they also had made
important contributions in Hong Kong's social services. Among the many sects
of the Christian church, the Church in Hong Kong (Church Assembly) is a
Chinese self-reliant church in China. Nowadays, it has spread across five
continents: Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Australia. Recent researches on
the Church Assembly were mainly based on theological studies, and rarely cut
into the perspective of social studies. This study uses the Church in Hong Kong
(Church Assembly) as a research object, and from the perspective of religious
and social studies, tries to analyze the historical background, structure and
management, network and development of the Church in Hong Kong (Church
Assembly) through document analysis, semi-structured interviews and
observational method. Through the case study method, discussions are made on
the following aspects of the Church in Hong Kong (Church Assembly): its
historical context, operational structure and distribution, church network, impact

on personal values and society. Finally, this study also probes into the current



challenges faced by the Church in Hong Kong (Church Assembly) and the way it
responds to them. As such, this study provides an additional piece of picture of
the Church in Hong Kong (Church Assembly) for the history of the Chinese
self-reliant churches in Hong Kong.

Keywords : the Church in Hong Kong ~ church network ~ religious function -

Christian identity
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(9) HA

Y Elliot Miller, We Were Wrong, Christian Research Journal 32,6(2009): 47.

HJE Y :"No, what I am saying is that the above statements by Witness Lee are
not teaching modalism. At one time we thought they did, but that was because we,
like so many others in the countercult movement, never carefully studied the
entire body of LC teachings in order to understand the context of these teachings
and what concerns were driving them. ; 552% Elliot Miller, On the Nature of God,
Christian Research Journal 32,6(2009): 16.
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* FEZ (IR (—/UL-—20R)) (ZdL: ZEEES5 0 2000) 0 B 249 «

U B (—EEE BRI R A LES) — — R A E B S )
(BFEMEE) Z1(2014): 78-79

BAFAEAL " Indigenization » SE2HMIEEL > (RBEAGACUEAVEHL © LIRS
FEFFREFHA (1980-1987) F@AHMBE L EB) - CE(CRESEE ) 26(2011) @ 181 -
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*Matthew Hugh Kelleher "The Hong Kong Church Faces 1997” B[IfEF-g8{E K
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PORIEESE » (LIHE NN R —— i R L R R~ R B R S R
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